
 

 

 
Doha Film Institute announces Qumra 2019 partners 

Partners of the fifth edition of Qumra span both the government and private sectors in Qatar 
and abroad 

 

Doha, Qatar: 18 March 2019: The Doha Film Institute (DFI) has confirmed its partners for the fifth 

edition of Qumra, a leading industry initiative that seeks to provide mentorship, nurturing, and hands-

on development for the next generation of filmmakers from Qatar and around the world, taking place 

in Doha from 15 to 20 March.  

 

Organised with the goal of nurturing emerging talents, with a focus on first- and second-time 

filmmakers, the 2019 edition of Qumra has received remarkable support, yet again, from leading Qatar 

based and international entities including global cultural and film organizations. 

To be held at Souq Waqif and the Museum of Islamic Art, Qumra 2019 will host over 150 international 

delegates including film producers, distributors, festival directors, funding agencies, sales & marketing 

professionals, VoD experts and more, as well as the talents associated with 36 Qumra projects. 

Fatma Hassan Alremaihi, Chief Executive Officer of the Doha Film Institute, said: “The strong support 

that Qumra receives every year is a testament to the commitment and appreciation of the government 

and private sector in Qatar to promote our nation as a destination that supports the development of 

the global creative industries and emerging talents. The success of Qumra is made possible by the 

unwavering support of our Partners who enable us to host a one-of-a-kind event that brings global 

experts to Doha to nurture the next generation of Arab and international filmmaking talents.  

Together, we can support the development of the country’s film and creative industries and add to 

the pride of our nation.”  

Continuing their support to Qumra as Cultural Partners for 2019 are Qatar Museums, the Museum of 

Islamic Art and Souq Waqif, while the event is supported by FNAC; SONY, represented in Qatar by Fifty 

One East, is the Official Electronics Partner; Souq Waqif Boutique Hotels is the Official Hotel Partner 

and ViRTUOCITY – the Middle East’s biggest Gaming Hub -  will facilitate Qumra’s VR exhibition.  

Extending support as ‘Friends of Qumra’ are: Sarajevo Film Festival, the French Embassy in Qatar, 

L’Institut Francais du Qatar and Northwestern University in Qatar. Screen International once again 

comes on board as the Media Partner along with 106.3 FM Radio Olive & 91.7 FM Radio Suno.  

This year’s Qumra Masters are: Academy Award® winning Mexican Production Designer Eugenio 

Caballero, celebrated for his work on diverse projects including Guillermo del Toro’s Pan’s Labyrinth 

for which he earned an Academy Award; winner of the Grand Jury prize at the 2014 Cannes Film 

Festival, Italian writer and director Alice Rohrwacher; French New Wave cinema legend Agnès Varda, 

prolific Japanese director and writer Kiyoshi Kurosawa and Polish auteur Pawel Pawlikowski.  They will 

share their insights with film talents attached to the 36 projects, provide invaluable feedback on 

projects in consultation sessions, and unpack their own inspiring journeys through the cinematic world 

in Masterclasses. 



 

 

The Qumra 2019 industry events include workshops and meetings for first- and second-time 

filmmakers with international film industry experts in bespoke mentorship labs; the Qumra Master 

Classes, led by acclaimed filmmakers; Qumra Screenings of feature films presented by the Qumra 

Masters and recipients of funding from the Institute, followed by question-and-answer sessions; and 

the Qumra Talks, which are panel-style discussions that cover a broad range of topics. 

To find out more about the Qumra 2019 programme visit: www.dohafilminstitute.com/qumra.  

 

-ENDS- 
 

Note to Editors 
 
About Qumra 
Directors and Producers attached to thirty-six projects in development and post-production are 
selected to participate in the event. They will include a number of emerging filmmakers from Qatar, 
as well as recipients of funding from the Institute’s Grants Programme. The robust programme will 
feature industry meetings designed to assist with propelling projects to their next stages of 
development, including master classes, work-in-progress screenings, bespoke matchmaking sessions 
and tailored workshops with industry experts. This creative exchange will take place alongside a 
programme of public screenings curated with input from the Qumra Masters. 
 
The event is organised in three main sections. The Qumra Master Classes are daily sessions, each led 
by one of the Masters. The participating filmmakers have full access to these sessions, which are also 
open to accredited industry guests to attend in an observational capacity.  
 
The Qumra Meetings are a series of one-on-one meetings, workshops and tailored mentoring sessions 
between representatives from the selected projects and seasoned industry experts.  
 
The Qumra Screenings are open to the public and feature projects funded by the Institute through its 
grants and co-financing initiatives, as well as a series of films chosen by the Qumra Masters 
accompanied by Q&A sessions.   
 
The Arabic term ‘qumra’ is popularly said to be the origin of the word ‘camera’, and to have been used 
by the scientist, astronomer and mathematician Alhazen (Ibn al-Haytham, 965-c.1040 CE), whose work 
in optics laid out the principles of the camera obscura. 
 
About Doha Film Institute 
Doha Film Institute is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation. It supports the growth of 
the local film community through cultivating film appreciation, enhancing industry knowledge and 
contributing to the development of sustainable creative industries in Qatar. The Institute’s platforms 
include funding and production of local, regional and international films; skills-sharing and mentorship 
programmes; film screenings; the Ajyal Youth Film Festival; and Qumra. With culture, community, 
learning and entertainment at its foundation, the Institute is committed to supporting Qatar’s 2030 
vision for the development of a knowledge-based economy. 
 
Twitter: @DohaFilm; Instagram: @DohaFilm; Facebook: www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute 
 

 

http://www.dohafilminstitute.com/qumra
https://www.facebook.com/DohaFilmInstitute

